Requi em for Identity
By

Jereny Hsing, Rommani Mondal, Kevin Zheng, Aaron \Wang,
Daniel Kim Stella Lin, Ashley Tsang

Twel fth Ni ght



A magenta sky. The clouds are cotton candy, blushed by the
warm touch of the sun. Canera pan stops at the M ni Cooper.

Fade to bl ack.

Adeline by alt-J plays -- romantic and sweeping, yet there
is a disconnected anbiance. Atitle card:

Requiem for ldentity
I NT. CAR - NI GHT 1

CHRI STI AN, 17, is a senior in high school. H's lack of any
physically intimdating attributes masks a very conplicated
i nner psyche. He has troubl e nmaking eye contact and is
overwhel ned by how his life is going.

VIVIAN, also 17, is Christian’s girlfriend. She has

an alluring personality and | oves attention. Recently their

relati onship has been on the decline, but Vivian is hopeful

that she can nake it work. However, her tenperanent is about
to be tested.

VI VI AN
| got you sonet hing.
CHRI STI AN
Real | y? What for?
VI VI AN
You don’t know what day it is?
CHRI STI AN
Friday?
VI VI AN
You seriously don’t know what day
it is?
CHRI STI AN

| just told you, it’s Friday.

VI VI AN
It’s our one year anniversary!

CHRI STI AN
Ch ny god, I'mso sorry,
conpl etely forgot.

VI VI AN
You’ ve been acting really weird
lately Christian. You used to treat
me like | was the nost inportant

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

VI VI AN (cont’ d)
thing in the world but nowit’s
like | don't even exist. Do you
even | ove nme anynore?

CHRI STI AN
(after several seconds of
si |l ence)
No.
VI VI AN
What ?! ?
CHRI STI AN
| just don’t find you attractive.
VI VI AN
(slaps him

Oh ny gosh?!'? Are you gay?

CHRI STI AN
| don't know | don't even know who
| am anynor e!

VI VI AN
Get out.
CHRI STI AN
Vi vi an.
VI VI AN
No. Get out.

And with that stinger, CHRI STIAN slans the door. A fuse has
been lit.

CUT TO
EXT. CHRI STI AN S HOUSE - N GHT 2
CHRI STI AN stornms off to his house. The intro to Requi em
Lacrinosa by Mobzart plays, which will take us to the
foll owm ng sequence.
CUT TO
| NT. CHRI STI AN S DI NI NG ROOM NI GHT 3

As the nusic continues, CHRISTIAN enters the living room
Hs famly of three has al ready begun eating.

ABI GAI L, 38, is Christian’s nother. She was once an aspiring

si nger but gave up her dreamto take care of her husband and
chil dren.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

ABI GAI L
How nice of you to join us
Chri sti an!

JOHN, 44, is Christian’s father. Resolute and strongly
opi ni onated, he demands respect fromhis children and hol ds
themto an inpossibly high standard.

JOHN
Where were you?
CHRI STI AN
School project.
JOHN
Wth who?
CHRI STI AN
Vi vi an.
ABI GAI L
Vivian! | love Vivian, she's such a

sweet young | ady.

JOHN
(to DANI EL)
Wul d you pl ease pass the napkins.
ABI GAI L
So how are ny dear boys doing in

school ?

DANI EL, 18, is Christian's brother. Charismatic and
intelligent, he is the perfect son that Christian hel pl essly
aspires to be.

DANI EL
Spl endi d. Harvard offered nme a
full-ride scholarship but | turned
it down in favor of Yale.

ABI GAI L
That' s fantasti c!

JOHN
How about you Christian?

Christian is thinking about his break-up and doesn’t hear
John.

JOHN
Christian?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

Chri sti an

CHRI STI AN
Sorry what ?

JOHN
| said, how has school been for
you?

CHRI STI AN

It’s been fine | guess.

ABI GAI L
Just fine? You re not doing well?

CHRI STI AN
| m gonna end the school year with
a Bin AP Literature. The tined
wites are just too hard--

JOHN
That is unacceptable. W have a
| egacy to withhold and a B in AP
Literature will not cut it.

DANI EL
Don't be so hard on himdad, sone
are born great, sone achieve
great ness, and ot hers have
greatness thrust upon them

ABI GAI L
| agree. Perhaps you should get a
tutor to fix your dilemm,
Chri sti an.

CHRI STI AN
(in a passive aggressive
t one)
If you think it’s for the best,
not her .

JOHN
Don’t talk to your nother |ike
t hat !

CHRI STI AN
| didn’t do anythi ng wong!

JOHN
Apol ogi ze to her right now

refuses to speak.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 5.

ABI GAIl L
It’s all right dear, perhaps he's
just having a bad--

JOHN
No! If you don’t have the common
decency to respect your nother,
then you don’t belong in this

househol d!
CHRI STI AN
(stands up and sl ans the
t abl e)

You know what! Maybe | don’t!

Christian stornms to his roomwhile his famly stares in
shock.

CUT TO
EXT. RESTAURANT - NI GHT 4

AIRIN, 17, has a self-conscious posture and an andr ogynous
| ook. He has a strong reverence for nusic and photography.

Tracy, 33, is Airin’ s nother. Her exuberance of youth is
fadi ng from bal ancing nultiple jobs and raising Airin on her
own. Yet, she has an optim stic outlook and is supportive of
anything Airin pursues.

The interactions between Airin and his nomare very casual,
a stark contrast to Christian’s famly. Anerican Spirits by
Banes World plays softly in the background.

Al RI'N
Did you hear the new al bum by Troye
Si van yet?

TRACY
O course! | love that guy!

AIRIN
Ri ght! His angelic voice is
sonet hi ng el se.

TRACY
| know! What’'s your favorite song
from hin®

Al RI'N
It’s hard to say. | think I’ m gonna

have to go with WIld though, but he
has so many good ones.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 6.

TRACY
Oh yeah the song about forbidden
love. It’s just so sad that he has
to hide who he truly is so that
soci ety doesn’t view himas an
out cast .

Al RI'N
Right? | agree conpletely. Can we
pl ease go see one of his concerts?

TRACY
I s he gonna conme to LA anytine
soon?

Al RI'N

(1 ooks at his phone)
Let nme check. Decenber 1st!
Pl eeeeeeeease?

TRACY
& fine, but only if you finish
your college apps first. Deal ?

Al RN
Deal !

Airin hi-fives Tracy out of gratification.

TRACY
Hey can you go take Soohong for a
wal kK when we get hone? | have to
run some errands.

AlRI N
Yea, for sure.

Musi ¢ fades out.
CUT TO
| NT. CHRI STI AN S PARENTS BEDROOM - NI GHT 5
Abi gail and John are in their bedroomgetting ready to
sl eep, John is reading Leviticus 20:13 out |loud while
Abigail is reading a classic novel.

ABI GAI L

So what are we gonna do about
Christian?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

JOHN
That’ s not my business, it’s your
j ob.

ABI GAI L

John! He’s your child!
John cl oses his book with conviction.
JOHN
Adopt ed! Adopted child. | already
feed himand clothe him isn't that
enough?
Dani el knocks on the door.

ABI GAI L
Come i n!

Dani el opens the door.

DANI EL

| just wanted to say good ni ght.
JOHN

Good ni ght son.
ABI GAIl L

Dani el ?
DANI EL

Yes nonf
ABI GAIl L

Can you check on Christian please?
DANI EL

Don't worry 1'Il talk to him Good

ni ght.
Dani el | eaves the room

ABI GAI L
You seriously shouldn’'t have tal ked
to Christian |ike that John.

JOHN
Christian needs to | earn respect.
Just because he is adopted doesn’t
mean that he’s a part of this
famly.

CUT TO



EXT. CHRI STIAN S ROOM - NI GHT 6
Dani el wal ks to Christian’s room and knocks on the door.

DANI EL
Christian? Can | cone in?

There is no answer.

DANI EL
Christian?

Dani el opens the door and sees the w ndow open. Christian
has run away.

DANI EL
Christian, cone back here!
CUT TO
EXT. AIRIN S HOUSE - NI GHT 7

Airin | eaves the house with his dog Soohong.

Al RI'N
Alright nom 1’ mgonna go take
Soohong out for a wal k.

Airin plays WId on his phone, which signals the cut to the
next scene.

EXT. NElI GHBORHOOD - NI GHT 8

Infuriated, Christian is running with no sense of where he’s
goi ng. Shots of himrunning past several houses ensue.
Meanwhile, Airinis on a leisurely stroll with his dog.
Christian and Airin collide, making the nusic end abruptly.

CHRI STI AN
| mso sorry.
Al RI'N
Don’t worry about it, it’s not a

bi g deal .

Christian | ooks at Airin s phone and notices that Airin is
pl ayi ng Troye Si van.

CHRI STI AN

| really like that song, by the
way.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 9.

AIRIN
Fi nal l y! Someone el se who
appreci ates good mnusi c.

CHRI STI AN
Don't get nme wong, | really |like
WLD, but ny favorite song is
FOOLS.

AIRIN

Yea that song’s kind of depressing,
but then again all of his songs
are.

CHRI STI AN
| feel like he wote this song for
me, because usually I'’ma rational
person but when | listen to his
music | feel like a total fool.

AIRIN
Hey, better a witty fool, than a
foolish wit amrite.

CHRI STI AN
(smles)
True, true.

Al RI'N
Thi s sounds kinda weird, but do you
wanna grab sone coffee sonetine?

CHRI STI AN
No it’s not weird, |1'd love to.
Al RI'N
Awesone! | know this cool pl ace by

nmy house. How does tonorrow sound

CHRI STI AN
|’msure | can nmake the time.

Frank Sinatra’s Fly Me to the Mon plays as we transition
t he the next scene.

CUT TO



10.

| NT. COFFEE SHOP - NI GHT 9

Christian and Airin are out on their first date. They are
bot h anxi ous, but their chem stry is apparent.

Shots of the coffee shop. Christian sips his coffee.

AlRI'N
So what do you think?

CHRI STI AN
It’s actually really good. | don’'t
usually drink coffee but if it
tastes like this | definitely will.

AIRIN
So tell me about yourself, |I’'m
dying to know.

CHRI STI AN
Vell, ny biological parents died
when | was little so | becane an
orphan. Then ny adopted parents
took nme in and here I am

Al RI'N
That’s really cool, | always wanted
to be an orphan. Mst of ny
favorite novie characters were and
| think that their lives are
sonet hi ng speci al .

CHRI STI AN
Do you like novies?
Al RI'N
| | ove novies! | actually wanna be
a fil mrmaker.
CHRI STI AN
Have you seen Moonli ght?
Al RI'N
Not yet, but | heard it was really
good.
CHRI STI AN
Yea it got an Oscar for Best
Pi cture.
Al RI'N

Ok | have to see it now.

( CONTI NUED)



10

11

CONTI NUED: 11.

CHRI STI AN
| love the color schene of the
novi e, especially its enphasis on
t he col or bl ue.

Al RI'N
The visual aspect of a novie is
important, but | definitely think
the story is the nost inportant.

CHRI STI AN
Well, you won't be di sappoi nted,
t he novie’s about a young kid
struggling for self- discovery as
he grows up in a nei ghborhood that
doesn’t really accept himfor who

he is.
Al RI'N
That sounds awesone! We should go
see it.
CUT TO
| NT. SUPERMARKET - NI GHT 10

Airin and Christian are in the produce section of the
supernmarket. Married Life by Mchael G acchino plays in the
background. They start naking a commotion, causing a
CUSTOVER to stare at themw th di sapproval.

CUSTOVER
What’s wong with this generation?

Christian | ooks downheart ed.
AlRI N

Don't worry, foolery, sir, does
wal k about the orb |ike the sun.

CHRI STI AN
It shines everywhere.
CUT TO
EXT. AIRIN S HOUSE - NI GHT 11

Christian and Airin are at Airin’ s hone watching Monlight.
They are eating popcorn and staring intently at the TV
screen.

( CONTI NUED)



12

CONTI NUED

CHRI STI AN
Where’ s your nonf

Al RI'N
She’ s out working right now.

CHRI STI AN
It’s getting kind of |ate though.

AIRIN
Yea well ny dad isn’t here anynore
so ny nomis barely hone because
she has to work two jobs to keep us
af | oat .

CHRI STI AN
What happened to your dad, if you
don’t mnd ne asking.

Al RI'N
He died in a car accident a |ong
time ago before I was even born.

CHRI STI AN
Ch ny god, I'mso sorry.

AIRIN
It’s fine. It’s just that--

CHRI STI AN
You don’t need to tell ne.

AIRIN
No | do. My nomwas 17 at the tine
and she was pregnant and...she's
just had to go through a lot you
know (Airin cries).

Christian puts his armaround Airin

CHRI STI AN
| need to show you sonet hi ng.

CUT TGO
EXT. HI LL - SUNSET

Shots of Christian and Airin walking up the hill.
Love by Sufjan Stevens pl ays.

CHRI STI AN
Isn't it beautiful ?

12.

12
Mystery of

( CONTI NUED)



13

CONTI NUED: 13.

Al RI'N
| feel like I"mon the top of the
wor | d!

CHRI STI AN

There’s just sonet hing about the
vi ew t hat nmakes ne...appreciate
life.

Airin stares at the scenery in awe and screans at the top of
his | ungs.

Al RI'N
AHHHHHHH

CHRI STI AN
AHHHHHHH

Al RI'N
| LOVE MANGCS.

CHRI STI AN
| LOVE WATERMELONS

Al RI'N
| LOVE CANABRU

CHRI STI AN
| LOVE THE COLOR BLUE

AIRI'N
| LOVE YQU

CHRI STI AN
(hesi tates)
| LOVE YOU.

Christian helps Airin get up fromthe ground. Misic fades
out.

CUT TGO
I NT. CHRISTIAN' S ROOM - NI GHT 13

Christian sneakily enters the house through his w ndow only
to find Daniel standing in his roomwaiting for him

CHRI STI AN
You scared ne.

DANI EL
Sit down Christian.

Christian sits down on the bed.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 14.

DANI EL
It’s pitch black outside. Do you
know what tinme it is?

CHRI STI AN
| say there is no darkness but
i gnor ance.

DANI EL
What are you even sayi ng? Were
have you been?

CHRI STI AN

| was out with someone.
DANI EL

Vi vi an?
CHRI STI AN

No, we broke up.

DANI EL
What ? When did this happen?

CHRI STI AN
Yest erday before dinner.

DANI EL
My god why didn’t you say anything?

CHRI STI AN
| didn’t want nom and dad to start
aski ng questions ok?

DANI EL

VWhat’s up with you Christian?
Real |y, you can talk to ne.

Chri stian sighs.

CHRI STI AN
| think I’ m gay.

Dani el is shocked.

DANI EL
How do you know?
CHRI STI AN
| was out with a person nanmed Airin

and - -

( CONTI NUED)



14

CONTI NUED

Chri sti an,

15.

DANI EL
do you know how nom and

dad will react to this?

Wre in |
t oget her.

Chri sti an,

CHRI STI AN
ove, we just wanna be
What’s wong with that?

DANI EL
you' re still young, you

don’t know what you want! Get your
Iife together

Bl ue Sunday by the Doors plays. Daniel |eaves the room

Christian begins wi

Dear fam |
CUT TO
INT. AIRIN S HOUSE -

Airin and Tracy are
t heir expected guest

ting a letter.

CHRI STI AN(V. O.)
y_ -

NCON 14

setting up the table in anticipation of
, Christian.

So this boy that you’ ve invited.
Are you guys a thing?

Al RI'N
Momi
TRACY
Rel ax, | just want you to be with
whoever nakes you happy.
Al RI'N
| ve barely known himbut | already

feel l|ike

The doorbell rings,

That nust
enbarr ass

Enmbarr ass

we're famly.

creating a resonating echo in the house.

Al RI'N

be Christian! Don’t

me ok?

TRACY

you? I’ mthe cool hipster

mom r enmenber ?

CUT TGO



15

16

16.

EXT. AIRIN S HOUSE - NOON 15

Airin neets Christian at the door. Blue Sunday continues
pl ayi ng.

AIRIN
Hey Chri sti an.
CHRI STI AN
(nervous)
Hey.
AIRIN

What’ s wrong?

CHRI STI AN
VWhat if your nom doesn’t |ike nme?

AIRIN
Don't worry, nmy nmomis the nost
accepting person ever.

CHRI STI AN
.

CUT TGO
INT. AIRIN S HOUSE - NOON 16

Christian and Airin walk into the living room hol di ng hands.
A cl ear shot of the bracelet is shown.

AlRI N
Mom this is Christian.

Hol di ng a plate, Tracy nakes eye contact with Christian and
sees the bracelet. The plate drops slowy from her grasp and
shatters on the floor and the nusic abruptly stops. She is
speechl ess.

Al RI'N
Mom what the hell ?!?
TRACY
You two can’'t be together.
Al RI'N
Way are you of all people acting
like this?
TRACY

Christian, can you step out for a
bit? | need to talk to Airin in
private.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

Airin and

17.

AIRIN
No, Christian stays.

TRACY
Fi ne. You two, sit down.

Christian sit down at the table.

Al RI'N
Renmenber the story | told you about
your dad?

Al RI'N

Yea, he died when I was a kid and
it’s just been us two ever since.

TRACY
Yes, but that’s not the conplete
story.

AlRI'N
VWHAT?

TRACY

The truth is you had a brother when
you were younger, but after your
father died, |I couldn't afford to
rai se you both. | sent your brother
to foster care

AlRI'N
WHAT THE ACTUAL HELL

CHRI STI AN
Wait how does that have to do with
us not being able to be together?

TRACY
Where did you get that bracelet?

CHRI STI AN
My nom gave it to nme when | was
little and |1’ ve been using it ever
si nce.

TRACY
Yes, that’'s true, but it wasn't
your adopted nother that gave you
that bracelet, it was ne. You,
Christian, are ny son.

Al RI N/ CHRI STI AN

W're rel ated?! ?

( CONTI NUED)
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18

CONTI NUED

TRACY

Do you see why you two can’t

t oget her now?
AIRIN

No actually, | don't. Do you

Christian?

CHRI STI AN

Nope, especially because ny whol e

lifeis alie now

TRACY

But this is repulsive! This is

nmoral Iy w ong!

CHRI STI AN

Thou shalt be both the plaintiff
and the judge of thine own cause.

Al RI'N

C non Christian let’s go.

CUT TO
INT. AIRIN' S CAR - N GHT

To Build a Hone by the G nematic Orchestra plays.

18.

driving off to Los Angeles with Christian sitting shotgun,

but Christian wants to visit his house first.

CHRI STI AN
Hol d on, we need to go to ny
house, | need to drop sonething
of f.

Al RI'N
You sure?

CHRI STI AN
Yea.

CUT TO
EXT. CHRI STIAN' S DOOR - NI GHT

Christian drops off the letter, rings the door bel

back to the car

CUT TGO

17
Airinis
18
and runs



19

20

19.

INT. AIRIN S CAR - N GHT 19

Christian re-enters the car a changed person. He has
di scovered who he truly is. To Build a Hone continues to

pl ay.

AlRI'N
You good?

CHRI STI AN
Yea, | am

AlRIN
VWhere to?

CHRI STI AN
Doesn’t matter, hone is where the
heart is and nmy heart is with you.
CUT TO
EXT. CHRI STIAN S DOOR - N GHT 20

Abi gail opens the door, finds out it’'s a letter from
Chri sti an.

ABI GAI L

John, Daniel, come here!
DANI EL

VWhat is it?
JOHN

In a m nutel!

ABI GAIl L
No, it's from Christian, cone here.

John bolts to the door. Daniel and Abigail are already
reading the letter.

JOHN
What does it say?

Abigail reads the letter while we flash back to pivotal
scenes. To Build a Hone continues to play.

ABI GAI L
Dear famly--

Abigail’s dialogue is replaced by Christian’s voi ceover.

( CONTI NUED)
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22

CONTI NUED

20.

CHRI STI AN( V. Q.)
| haven’t been the child that you
want me to be. In fact, | never
will be, but "'mok with that. |
used to wsh that I was |ike
Daniel, a perfect son with
i npeccabl e grades and a charm ng
personality, but |I no |onger
do--1"m proud of who I am and I
| ook forward to who I w il becone.
We are born into a world of
oppression, restricted by | abels
i ke religion or sexua
orientation. But nothing that is
so, is so. Qur own thoughts are the
only thing we can control. The
final judgnent is based on nothing
el se but your soul. To conquer
yourself is the greatest victory,
then life will no | onger be a
mystery. If you don't |ove ne
anynore that’s ok, because |’ve
found sonmeone who does.

CUT TO
EXT. LOS ANCELES - AFTERNOON 21
Wth the V.O still playing, cut to shots of the background

-- city life, stores, skyline with the nusic continuing to
play in the background.

Musi c fades.
CUT TO
EXT. BALCONY - NI GHT 22
Under a sky of perfect m dnight shines a noon so brilliant
it draws eyes heaven bound.
Al RI'N
You know what | |ike about our

relati onship? It feels natural.

CHRI STI AN
Yea, |ove sought is good. But given
unsought is better.

AlRI'N
(1 ooki ng at the noon)
VWhat do you see?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

CHRI STI AN

| see the start of our new journey.

AIRI'N

It can be our Requiemfor ldentity.

A Real Hero by Electric Youth plays.

Atitle card: Requiemfor Identity

SNAP TO BLACK

21.

FADE QUT.



